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1980-81

 A
ston Villa, a team big 
on heart but without 
any big-name stars, 
won their first league 
title since 1910. Their 

manager was Ron Saunders, 
who, though he would not be 
there in 12 months’ time, had 
been the architect of what would 
the following year become the 
greatest Aston Villa side ever.

The former Portsmouth 
centre-forward had taken over in 
1974, won the League Cup and 
promotion to the First Division 
in his first season in charge, 

and then won the League Cup 
again in 1977. But though the 
team would follow up their 
1981 league title success with 
the European Cup, a contract 
dispute with the Villa board 
would mean that this year’s 
trophy would prove to be 
Saunders’ last with the club.

The margin of victory was 
close and Villa were surprise 
champions. Bobby Robson’s 
Ipswich Town, who beat Villa 
both home and away in the 
league, had looked good for the 
title right up to Easter, 

“Ipswich Town, who beat Villa home
      and away in the league, had looked 
good for the title right up to Easter.”
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but suspensions and injuries in 
the final run-in exposed their 
lack of depth and allowed Villa 
to overtake them. 

Behind Ipswich, Terry Neill’s 
Arsenal ensured their UEFA Cup 
qualification by taking third 
place, while West Bromwich 
Albion, who also reached the 
quarter-finals of the UEFA Cup 
this season, came fourth. The 
Baggies’ form, however, would 
cost them their manager, Ron 
Atkinson, who was poached by 

Manchester United to take 
over at Old Trafford from the 
sacked Dave Sexton at the 
end of the season. Albion 
midfielders Bryan Robson 

and Remi Moses followed 
Atkinson up the M6 soon after.

Crystal Palace, who managed 

WARK’S WONDERS... KING KENNEDY... KEEGAN COMES HOME... 

Below: Remi Moses 
left West Brom to 
join Ron Atkinson at 
Manchester United.

Above: Aston Villa 
players celebrate 
their league title 
success with a drop 
of the old bubbly.


